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Feb. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

The request includes funds to help create 
political and economic stability in post-con-
flict areas, help Iraqis protect and sustain 
their infrastructure, and build Iraqi capacity 
at the national and provincial levels for bet-
ter, more responsive, and transparent gov-
ernance. The request also supports the suc-
cessful Commander’s Emergency Response 
program that enables military commanders 
to respond to urgent, small-scale, humani-
tarian relief and reconstruction needs in 
their area of responsibility. These counter- 
insurgency and stabilization activities help 
build civilian capabilities to ensure the tran-
sition to greater Iraqi self-reliance. Cou-
pling increased civilian capacity with in-
creased military capacity is essential to sus-
tained progress in all realms—security, po-
litical, and economic—and is essential to 
neutralizing the insurgents and defeating 
the terrorists. 

Finally, the supplemental requests funds 
for urgent, unanticipated needs to help re-

lieve human suffering associated with a 
number of humanitarian crises, including 
Sudan and other parts of Africa, assistance 
for refugees, and the costs of humanitarian 
relief and reconstruction efforts in response 
to the devastating earthquake in Pakistan. 
The request also includes funding to ad-
dress urgent democracy-promotion activities 
in Iran. 

I hereby designate the specific proposals 
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request reflects 
urgent and essential requirements. I ask the 
Congress to appropriate the funds as re-
quested and promptly send the bill to me 
for signature. The details of the request 
are set forth in the enclosed letter from 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 
February 16, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst 

natural disasters in our Nation’s history. 
Katrina devastated an area roughly the size 
of Great Britain. This devastation has re-
quired an unprecedented response by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, as well 
as the private sector. So far, the Federal 
Government has committed more than $87 
billion in spending and $8 billion in tax 
relief for the people of the Gulf Coast and 
New Orleans. 

To provide additional resources to assist 
the region in its recovery, I ask the Con-
gress to consider the enclosed requests, to-
taling $19.8 billion. This request includes 
critical funding to: replenish the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security’s Disaster Re-
lief Fund in support of ongoing response 
efforts; support the Small Business Admin-
istration’s Disaster Loan program; provide 
funding for the Community Development 
Block Grant program to support Louisiana’s 
flood mitigation plans; achieve my commit-
ment through the Corps of Engineers for 
stronger and better levee protection for 
New Orleans; and continue rebuilding of 
the region’s Federal infrastructure. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 
response and recovery efforts continue un-
interrupted. I designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. 
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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 17 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Remarks on the War on Terror and a Question-and-Answer Session in 
Tampa, Florida 
February 17, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. 
Thanks for the warm weather. [Laughter] 
It’s nice to be back here. I just came from 
MacDill, where I was talking to General 
Abizaid and General Brown, and one of 
the things that’s clear is folks there at 
MacDill really do appreciate the support 
that the citizens of the communities of 
Tampa and St. Pete and the surrounding 
area provide them. So I want to thank you 
all very much for being—[applause]. 

I’d like to share some thoughts with you 
and then answer questions as time allows, 
if you’ve got any. First, I send Laura’s 
greetings. She’s doing great, by the way. 
She’s a fantastic First Lady and a—[ap-
plause]. She’s obviously got to be a woman 
of enormous patience. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Congressmen Adam Putnam, 
Bill Young, Mike Bilirakis, and Katherine 
Harris for being here today. Oh, there they 
are, yes. Proud to give them a ride on 
Air Force One. [Laughter] Some of them 
aren’t going back, by the way. [Laughter] 
Mark Kennedy—is Mark here with us, from 
Minnesota? I think he was going to drop 
by—he supposedly was going to be here. 
You don’t know him because he’s from 
Minnesota, but I do, and he’s a fine guy. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank my buddy Mel Sembler, 
Ambassador Sembler, who represented our 
country so well, once in Australia under 
41, and then to Italy under 43—and Betty. 
I want to thank the chambers of both 
Tampa and St. Pete. I want to thank the 
mayors from Tampa and St. Pete—Mayor 

Iorio and Mayor Baker are with us. Thank 
you both for coming. Appreciate you being 
here. 

I didn’t mean to take you away from 
your work. Any excuse is a good one on 
Friday, right? [Laughter] So long as I keep 
the speech short. I want to thank members 
of the statehouse who are here. I want 
to thank you all for letting us use this beau-
tiful facility. And thank you for coming. 

First of all, the economy’s in good shape; 
it’s growing. I guess that’s an easy thing 
to say in the State of Florida, when the 
unemployment rate is 3.3 percent. Pretty 
amazing, isn’t it? I’m sure the Governor 
is going to try to take credit for it, you 
know. [Laughter] I’m not going to, because 
the role of government is to create an envi-
ronment where the entrepreneurs can 
flourish and small businesses can grow. 

And the fundamental question facing this 
country of ours is, how do we keep our-
selves to be the economic leader of the 
world? It’s really the interesting question. 
You know, in spite of the good economic 
numbers—4.7 percent unemployment 
around the country; our economy growing 
at over 3 percent, in the face of hurricanes 
as well as high gas prices; homeownership 
is an alltime high; small businesses are 
growing. In spite of all that, there’s a cer-
tain sense of uncertainty. People are wor-
ried. They’re worried because they’re 
changing jobs a lot. They’re worried be-
cause of competition from India and China. 
There’s a certain sense of uncertainty. 

And so we have a choice to make about 
our economy: Do we retreat in the face 
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